
NEW GRADUATE EDUCATION COURSES OFFERED THROUGHOUT TENNESSEE  
 
Christian Brothers University and Performance Learning Systems, Inc. ® have partnered to 
provide Tennessee educators unique training options.  
 
MEMPHIS, Tenn.—January 20, 2009— Christian Brothers University’s (CBU) Department of 
Education and Performance Learning Systems, Inc. (PLS) announced today that new graduate 
courses for educators will be offered beginning in the Spring 2009. This collaboration provides a 
variety of research-based graduate courses for Tennessee educators.  
 
Studies show that teacher quality is the most important factor in K-12 achievement. CBU's 
Education department has again proven its commitment to producing quality teachers by 
partnering with PLS, a leader in course design and facilitation. 
 
Talana Vogel, Chair of the Education department, states, "The partnership between CBU and PLS 
is a wonderful opportunity for two organizations with a rich history of serving teachers to meet 
the professional development needs of the teachers across Tennessee.  This partnership ensures 
that all teachers will have access to quality graduate courses at extremely reasonable rates.” 
 
The mission shared by both CBU and PLS is to provide challenging educational opportunities for 
teachers through graduate courses, consulting services, and quality instructional materials. 
 
“For 40 years, PLS has sought to enhance the quality of K-12 education by improving teacher 
effectiveness with high-quality graduate courses offered through the best academic partners. 
With the expanded reach into Tennessee, where education is of paramount importance, CBU 
provides PLS with a new avenue for achieving this shared goal,” said Neil Rose, CEO of 
Performance Learning Systems. 
 
CBU’s education programs are designed to meet both state and national standards and PLS will 
be supporting these requirements by offering engaging, research-based graduate courses for K-
12 educators across the state. Learn more at www.plsweb.com/cbupr1.  
 
About Christian Brothers University 
Christian Brothers University is renowned and respected for its distinctive, vibrant, and vigorous 
educational programs. Its academic-intensive education programs, accredited by the National 
Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE), graduate well-qualified teachers ready 
for today’s classrooms. CBU is approved by the State Department of Education of Tennessee as a 
teacher training institution, and is a member of the National Catholic Educational Association and 
the Tennessee Association of Colleges. CBU is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to award the Bachelor’s Degree and the Master’s 
Degree. 
 
About PLS 
Performance Learning Systems, Inc. (PLS) is a comprehensive educational-services company that 
has been in the business of designing quality graduate education courses since 1969. PLS offers a 
range of services that collectively support the learning needs of practicing educators through on-
site and online graduate courses, professional development services, and published products.  
 
Contact 
Christian Brothers University 
Dr. Talana Vogel 
tvogel@cbu.edu 
 
Performance Learning Systems, Inc. 
Betsy Varis 
bvaris@plsweb.com 
(888) 400-9700 
 

--End-- 


